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e Overview
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= FTA will fund up to $4,500 per fiscal year for voluntary off-duty education

programs in support of a Soldier's professional and personal self-
development goals:

= Maximum 18 semester hours per fiscal year (1 Oct—30 Sep)

= Up to $250 per semester hour

= $166 per quarter hour, or $5.55 per clock hour
» 130 semester hours towards an associates and/or baccalaureate degree
= 39 semester hours towards a master’s degree

= 21 semester hours towards an undergrad or graduate academic certificate (limited to
one per career)

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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* Be in good standing, not flagged

» Have a CAC card (Completion of basic training and AIT is no
longer required)

= ArmylgnitED account is NOT on hold

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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» TA Requests must be submitted and approved at least 7/8 days PRIOR to
course start date (may submit up to 60 days prior)

= Command approval must happen prior to 5 days before term start date
» Must submit a degree plan after registration of two FTA funded courses

= Must maintain a minimum GPA
= 2.0 GPA for undergraduate deqgrees after 15 SHs of coursework
= 3.0 GPA for graduate degrees after 6 SHs of coursework

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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Use With Other Programs

FTA and Credentialing Assistance (CA) use the same pot of money, but you
are limited to $2,000 of CA per FY

Soldiers can request FTA in conjunction with State Tuition Assistance, Pell
Grant, work-study programs, college scholarships

Some states require FTA use prior to State TA

Can use FTA and the MGIB-SR together for the same course if 2 time or
more enrolled

Can use with other Gl Bill programs (Ch 30 and 33) but cannot exceed 100%
of tuition cost

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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= School must have signed the DoD MOU and be listed in ArmylgnitED

* FTA pays tuition only, it does not pay fees including, lab fees, enrollment
fees, parking fees, etc...

= FTAis not authorized for lower or lateral degrees
= FTA is not authorized for first professional degrees
* FTA will not pay for Double major (that awards 2 separate degrees)

= Soldiers cannot receive reimbursement from ROTC or Green-to-
Gold scholarships

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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i) Military Service Obligation (MSO)
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» Enlisted Soldiers
* Must have 14 or more days remaining to complete all courses before separating

= Traditional drilling/M-Day Officers (CW2, 2LT, and above)

» Subject to a four-year MSO after the last day of the course

» AGR/Active Duty Officers (CW2, 2LT and above)

» Subject to a two-year MSO after the last day of the course

Note: MSO is based on Soldier’s status on the start date of the course

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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» Soldiers will be subject to recoupment if they:

» Receive a failing grade
» Grades D & F for undergraduate degree
» Grades C, D, & F for graduate degree

» Receive an incomplete for the course and not complete requirements within 180 days
= Withdraw from a course without an approved recoupment waiver®
= Do not complete their MSO

*Note: Recoupment waivers must be submitted w/in 30 days of a ‘W’ grade
being posted by the Academic Institution (Al)

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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STEP 1

= Contact your state’s Education Services Specialist (ESS) for information on how to best use all your benefits

STEP 2

= Complete ArmylgnitED 101 Training. Training can be found at https://youtu.be/hpgydDPBuV8
STEP 3

= Complete Career Path Decide

STEP 4

» Go to https://www.armyignited.army.mil and log in with CAC card

STEP 5 it

= Click on Education Goals P
STEP 6 s

=  Click Create New Goal

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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https://www.armyignited.army.mil
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Wil Career Path Decide

= Career Path Decide
T R - https://www.careerpathdecide.org/
= Soldiers must complete the Career Path Decide (CPD)
prior to creating an FTA education goal for the first time
= Soldiers must upload their CPD results directly into
their ArmylgnitED account

For soldiers uploading to ArmylgnitED
Lot Start Budding Your Target - - n r
1913 L @ Al

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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» JST keeps track of all your military training and experience

= American Council on Education evaluates your military training and
experience and recommends college credit

» Colleges and Universities may or may not accept this credit toward your
degree

» Any credit awarded toward your degree means less time in the classroom
» Request official JST be sent to your college
» Transcript requests are free of charge

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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] Joint Services Transcript (JST)

rascrirr Save time and money!
as=p :
- Submit your JST to your
..... — school to find out how much
R | college credit you may
e — already have!

Login at: https://ijst.doded.mil/

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”


https://jst.doded.mil/

ARMY

MATIOMNAL

GUARD
*

Supervisor/Command Approval
(effective 19 Mar 2026)

All FTA Requests will be routed through a Supervisor for approval/disapproval

Supervisor is defined as:
= Commander
» |ndividual who signs annual evaluation
» |ndividual designated by Commander

Soldiers will enter Supervisor email in ArmylgnitED
Supervisors ARE NOT required to have an ArmylgnitED account
Supervisors MUST have CAC and MUST action TA Request no later than 5 days prior to term start date

Soldiers are responsible to communicate with Supervisor to ensure timely processing of requests

If a Supervisor misses the 5-day window, the request will be deleted from the system
» |Important! This is NOT a justifiable reason for an ETP/HTAR

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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The Supervisor (TANM A} page will opem

Infoermation specifying what constitutes a Suparvisor and how having someocne othar
than an approved individual approve your fTunding reguesis will be considered fraudulant
appears at the top of the page

Caomplete the required fields (First Mame, Last Mamea, and Primary Email )

Provide an Altermate Email and Phone Mumber. if knewn. as this helps ensure the
Supervisor recaives notifications

= Supercmcs (TS

.-.--.-

Click 'Update .

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”




Supervisor/Command Approval

= Supervisor Signhature Requirement DOES NOT impact the current TA/CA
application deadlines:

= ForTA, Soldiers can request TA 60 days prior to course start date and no later than 8 days prior to
course start date

= Soldiers are responsible to ensure they submit their funding requests in a timely manner to allow for
resolution for any issues (i.e. Supervisor action, education counselor review/approval, etc...)

= Soldiers will receive an email when their request is 10 days prior to the course start date if their
supervisor has not actioned it

" Important!

= Soldiers are encouraged to apply for FTA as early as possible to avoid issues and potential
loss of funding!

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”




Two Unsuccessful Grades

= When a Soldier has two unsuccessful grades in the same FY they will be suspended from
both TA/CA for 12 months

= Policy only applies to unsuccessful grades achieved on/after the effective date of the Wave 2 changes (19 March 2026)

= Unsuccessful grades can be:
= 2 TA-funded courses
= 2 CA-funded events
= 1-TA-funded course and 1 CA-funded event (training/exam)

= Unsuccessful grades are as follows:
= Undergraduate courses: Anything below a C-
= Graduate courses: Anything below a B-
= Failing a CA-funded course or exam
= Withdrawing from a TA/CA funded course or an exam
= Failing to attend a course or sit for the CA-funded training related exam in the allotted timeframe

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”




Two Unsuccessful Grades
(Appeal Process)

= Soldiers may appeal their 12-month suspension

= Window for appealis 60 days from date of Student Message informing Soldier of suspension
= Thisisthe date the message is sent to Soldier, NOT the date the Soldier reads the message

= Appeal MUST be initiated by Soldier through ArmylgnitED
= Soldier adds justification for waiver

= Appealis routed to Supervisor/Commander for signature
= MUST have signature and justification

= Soldier and Supervisor/Command actions MUST be completed within 60 days—NO
EXCEPTIONS

= Appealis routed to HQ ACED for final decision
= Appeal ONLY removes suspension NOT recoupments

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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Points of Contact

= ArmylgnitED: https://www.armyignited.army.mil
* Once logged in, click on Education Center to see your assigned Ed Center POC

» Each state has an Education Services Specialist (ESS) and/or Education Services
Officer (ESO) to assist you with FTA

= Tutorials that walk you through each process step by step are available (Click on Help,
then click on Documents & Links)

» Contact your State Education Services Office:
www.nationalguard.com/select-your-state

* ARNG Education Support Center (ESC):
» Email: arng.edu@army.mil or 1-866-276-4338 (ARNG-EDU)

"Education: Empowering Readiness, Advancing Futures”
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Join us Online-and on
Social Media

| v National Guard.Com
v" https://nationalguard.com/benefits/education
’ v National Guard.Mil
. v https://www.nationalguard.mil/About-the-
’ Guard/Army-National-Guard/Education/
y v Facebook :
v https://www.facebook.com/groups/arngeducation f
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